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Oh, for the good old days of 2016. 


Canadians who celebrated the good riddance of 2016, rife as it was with ramped-up global terrorism, the 
deaths of beloved rock stars and celebrities, as well as a plunging and high-deficit economy, had best start 
wishing now for 2017 to go quickly. 


It's not going to be an easy ride. 


The war on fossil fuels is now officially underway, led by progressives who believe a snap of the fingers, along 
with carbon taxes, will eliminate the world's dependency on oil, and that Canadians will be able to heat their 
homes in the dead of winter with wishful thinking and good intentions. 


It is naive beyond redemption, of course, especially in a country like Canada whose carbon footprint 
compared to the United States, China and India is the size of that of a new-born child. 


At the stroke of midnight on New Year's Eve, Alberta's NDP Premier Rachel Notley gifted her province with a 
carbon tax while, in Ontario, the most inept and unpopular premier in the province's history, the Liberals’ 
Kathleen Wynne, imposed a cap-and-trade scheme that does nothing but generate revenues. 


It is just another tax on the backs of ordinary Ontarians because it will raise the prices on most goods and 
services without taking into consideration the beleaguered taxpayer's ability to pay. 


Home-heating fuel, a necessity in a country more Arctic than equatorial, will soon be comparable to the price 
of gold, and verging on the unaffordable. 


The cost of electricity in Ontario is already crippling business and hard-pressed families, yet the Liberals 
continue to punish its populace with wide-eyed carbon schemes and failed green energy scams. 


Moral high grounds can result in some very ugly vistas. 


In Justin Trudeau, we have a prime minister whose chief advisor, Gerald Butts, was the shaman behind 
Ontario's greenenergy fiasco when he worked for then Ontario premier Dalton McGuinty. And now Butts is at 
it again in defining Trudeau's own carbon-pricing plan as the PM's principal secretary. 
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No one has to ask how this is going to work out, especially when the United States will soon have a president 
in Donald Trump who believes climate change must play a third-rate fiddle to the need for America to create 
middle-class jobs. 


While Trump has somewhat backed off from his contention that global warming was invented by the Chinese 
to make U.S. manufacturing less competitive, he is not buying into the high anxiety of climate activists who 
see the world coming to an end. 


So there is absolutely zero chance that Trump will introduce a national carbon-pricing policy in America, 
making it even more advantageous for Canada's remaining manufacturers to consider packing up for the 
States. 


Because of this, financial experts are already talking about the possibility of a made-in-Canada recession 
based on our higher corporate and income taxes, the pushback against fossil fuels, and our dependency on 
the United States for three-quarters of our trade. Before long, 2016 will start looking like the good old days. 


There is no two ways about it. markbonokoski@gmail.com @MarkBonokoski 
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